The paper deals with the folklore use of twentyone plant species occurring in Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh for curing dental aliments.
INTRODUCTION
Since the early 1900s, varying degrees of attention have been given to the significance of dental infection for the well-being of the entire body. At present dental infection as a source of the spread of micro-organism to other critical sites in the body is considered to be serious threat to the health of certain high-risk patients. Tooth extraction was seen as a remedy for rheumatism. By the 1930s the understanding and treatment of dental diseases has improved considerably. The dental diseases were most often treated with herbs and herbomineral drugs. In India from ancient times, the herbalists treated the gums and infectious diseases with indigenous herbs which were free from side effects.
Many herbalists keep this information as their family secret.
The effort towards prevention and cure from disease is known as therapy. It is natural instinct to protect oneself from disease or disorder. Therefore, it is but natural that tribal and village-folk cure themselves of different kinds of diseases by long experience. Their knowledge is mostly collective wisdom based on trial and error method coming down from generation to generation.
The present attempt is therefore a thorough survey for information on the treatment prevailing in tribal and non-tribal to enrich the traditional systems and to document the prescriptions which are not listed so far in Rayalseem region.
The topographical information, ethnographic characteristics of local tribes and flora of the Rayalaseema have been described (Nagaraju and Rao, 1989, 1990; Nagaraju, 1992) . The information on medicinal plants presented here was not recorded in well-known literature (Anonymous 1948 (Anonymous -1976 Chopra et al., 1956 Chopra et al., , 1969 Jain 1962; Jain et al., 1973; Kirtikar and Basu, 1975; Nadkarni, 1976; Nagaraju and Rao, 1990; Nagaraju, 1992) . During 1992 During -1994 , frequent trips were conducted to different parts of Rayalaseema. Information from tribal an dnon-tribal people on 21 plant species which are frequently used in dental disorders or diseases was recorded according to the methods described by Jain and Rao (1983) , Nagaraju and Rao (1989, 1990 Maceration of leaf is given to cure pyorrhea and dental caries.
METHODOLOGY

Calophyllum ionophyllum L. (Guttiferae)
Ln: Ponna Chettu L: Nagari (SGS EBH: 246) Dried fruit is fried and powdered by adding a pinch of salt. This is applied to the gums and used in brushing the teeth. Leaf juice is used to rinse oral cavity for the treatment of dental caries.
Ferula assafoetida L. (Umbelliferae)
Ln: Inguva L: Madanapalli (SGS EBH: 252)
A small bit of resin is applied on the teeth to get relief from severe tooth-aches.
Hemidesmus indicus
The root is mixed with Adiantum caudatum and Cassia auriculata roots and burnt and the ash that results is applied to the carious teeth. The whole plant is powdered and mixed with turmeric powder and used for washing the teeth to relieve acute tooth-aches.
Tridax procumbens L. (Asteraceae)
Ln: Gaddi Chamanthi L: Piler (SGS EBH:265) Squeezed leaves are mixed with camphor and kept on the carious teeth.
DISCUSSION
The wealth of knowledge on medicinal plants among the tribal of Rayalaseema appears to have been developed through their age-old trial and error methods and transmitted orally from generation to generation.
The foregoing enumeration presents an account of 21 plant species used in the treatment of dental disease by the local folk.
The deficiency of Vitamin C causes weakness, bleeding gums, loosening and falling of teeth, pains etc. Certain microorganisms may also spread the infections in the mouth. The plants might posses antibacterial, anti-fungal properties and may contain potent active principles which might be equivalent to Vitamin C in controlling the dental infections. Thus the investigation throws light on the popularity of herbal medicine among the general public and might draw the attention of phytochemists and pharmacologists for further scientific study.
